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would blame you if you were to forsake a prince who has need of your insight and uprightness. Judge yourself whether or not it is in harmony with the religion which you confess. Think it over once more to yourself; I know your gratitude; I beg you, out of love for me, do not forsake my son under these circumstances; this is my advice and my petition/'
The letter had the desired effect. The austere Fritsch withdrew his resignation, and, by the decree of June n, 1776, Goethe was made Geheimer Legationsrat, with a seat and a voice in the Council and a salary of 1200 thalers. After the close of the incident Goethe wrote, not without feeling, to his old Wetzlar friends, the Kestners, now in Hanover: "The Duke, with whom I have now been associated nearly nine months in the truest and closest soul-sympathy, has finally bound me also to his affairs; out of our love has arisen a marriage, and may God add his blessing! " The touching aspect and the grandeur of this unique relation found no less beautiful expression in a letter which the Duke, through Kalb, directed to Goethe's parents. In it he told them that, if traditional formalities had not made it necessary, he never should have thought of offering their son any other position than that of his friend, knowing only too well that all others were beneath his worth. At the same time they were informed that Goethe was to receive the position, but retain his complete liberty. He begged them to give their consent, which would be the easier for them when they considered for how many thousands of people happiness would be preserved by this sacrifice.
The last sentence shows what unlimited confidence the Duke had in Goethe's political wisdom, and what influence and authority he intended to invest him with as an expression of this confidence. And, in fact, Goethe was in these early years the soul of the Weimar Government. He occasionally calls himself the second man in the kingdom, and Seckendorff sarcastically calls him the Duke's sue-cesseur. Wieland wrote: "Goethe lives and rules and storms and gives rain and sunshine, and makes us happy,